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PAID LAWYERS TO
IHFLIIEHCE lEf.

DairymenWanted Them
to Have Health Rules

Changed.
WISE DECLINED

FEE FOR $1,000
Witnesses Testify That They
Expected Councilmen to Plead
Case Before Health Board,
Not in Council.Wise Em-

ployed Poilock as

Associate.
.-

Teatlmony waa taken last night hy
the special Commlttee on Investigation
of the charges agalnst Councllman
Ollbert K. Poilock and George R. Wlse.
charged with accepting a fee of $500
to secure the passagc of an amendment
to an ordinance through the Clty Coun-
'II from a number of dairymen who
contrlbutod to the fund pa_d to the two
flttornev'B. In nearly every Instanco
the dairymen were of the bellef that
tho money had been paid for servlces
before the Board nf Health; othera
were Ignorant of the machlnery by
which ordlnances are paaned by the
Clty Council, and .seemed to consldcr
the whole matter of dairy inspectlon
dlscretllnary wlth Chlef Health Offlcer
J3. C. Levy, representing that they had
contrihuted to the fund ln an effort
to lndu.o hlm to connent to the feeding
of freah dl.tillery waste. whlch lie had
fctated ln court wa. a satisfactory feed
f'jr mllch cows lf fed ln a sanitary
rnanner, and be/ore it was allowed to
-our and become swlll.
The ncgotlations between tho dairy¬

men and the two Councilmen were
conducted through Mr. Wiae, who call¬
ed Mr. Poilock ln aa hls associate.
Two witnesses testlfied of conver-

fatlons wlth Mr. Wiae as to hls em¬
ployment, and agreed that he had cm-
phatically statcd that hc could not at.
cept a retalner to secure an am.nd-
ment io an ordinance. but would divide
ihe fee offered, and appear for the
dairymen before the Health Board and
Chief Health Offlcer. The third party
t>> thls interview. Mr. I>eitr!ek. who
collected and paid over the money, 1_
yet to go on tlie stand.

Ordlnant-e Waa Icnorcif.
In th* course of the evidence it was

brought out that the ordinance pro-
hlhlting dlstlllery waste was adopted
in 1501, arid that no appreclablo .ffort
): id no'm rnade to enforce !t until 1.08.
In 1906 the Board of Health wa.s
reorganlzed, Dr. Levy becoming Chlef
Health Offlcer about the beginnlng of
1'JOT. The machlnery for the Inspec¬
tlon of dairy farms and tho Inspec¬
tlon of the sources of the milk supply
«if the city was organized and put into
oppration early ln 1'jOS, and Jt was
in the summer of 1S0S that a circular
waa sent to dairymen noiifying them
that after a certain date the feedlng
of dlstlllery waste, commonly called
bwIH, would no long<-r bo allowed, and
that violations would bc reported to
the Pollce Court.
The evidence shown, on thelr own

..idmlsslons, that a number of the dairy¬
men ope.uly dlsregarded thla notlce and
contlnued feedlng the waste in vlola¬
tlon of the law, and it was an out-
prrowth of the trial of Vv"_ T. Taylor
ln the Hustings Ccurt that tlie two
Counciimen-lawyers wero omployed.

Mr. Wise defends the employment as
an effort to get the Health Board anu
the Chief Health Offlcer to dlf-
ferentiate between fresii waste or the
rcfuse corn from whlch the alcohol or
julec has been pressed ln the process
of distlllation. and the sou red or stale
rofuse, commonly term'ed Bwill. Many
ot tho dairymen witnesses w ere vague
as to tlie purposes of tho payment, the
concenaus being that lt was. to stop
the inspectors from putting them In
the Pollce Court for feeding what they
believed and what tlie Chief Health
Offlcer had said was a good feed if
properly used. They dld not seem to
care particularly what means were
used to secure tho rellef. They left
that to the lawyers. Severai witnesses
had not known they were Councilmen.
They employcd Mr. Wise because he
was connected wlth the Richmond
Dairy as counsel, and lie employed Mr.
I'olloek as associate.

hiot n Trial, Hut An Inqutr.v.
At tho outset of the investigation,

Chalrman XV. l"re(i Rlchardson stated
that it was in no sense a trial, but an
inquiry for the purpese of asceriaining
facts. City Attorney Pollaid conducted
the examination in chlef of each wit¬
ness, and Mr. Wise and Mr. Poilock
were allowed to cross-examine each
in turn. Members of the commlttee,
Messrs. Lynch, Ratcllffe, Miller ana
Brown. took actlve part ln the riues-
tioning.
W, T. Taylor waa llrst sworn. He

tcstltled that he had operated a dairy
on the Wllliamsburg Road for four
jcars, the dairy whlch was formerly
jented and operated by Ex-Dulry In-
rpector 11. H. Curtls. He stated that
he had been summoned to tho Police
Court for feeding swlll; that ho had
«.nce before paid a flno of $25 for feed¬
ing swlll, and on hls second conviction
ihe line was .100 and hls lic_n_Q to sell
milk wa.s revoked. Ile appealed io
lhe Hustings Court, where the caso was
irled on December -'- last. Air. Taylor
icfjtllied that he had employed both
Mr. Poilock and hlr. Wlse us attorneys
to defend hlm in the Hustings Court.
Just prevlous to hls case being called
a man named llenshnw had boen con-
victod of selllng milk without a llcense.
Just as his caso was about to como up,
lie said, Dr. Levy had come to hltn and
*aid: "Wc are going «o bo good to you
ngain." As a result ,_ a conference the
case was eomp.om.__m on payment of a
line of .20.

Itluinen It ou C'ur.i..
"I sald at tho time thut Curtls waa

agalnst ¦mo." testlfied ihe witness, "Ha,
used to lay around ln tho woods in Un'
tlark to catch mo. Ho had It in for ine,
as i had tho placo lio used to run, All
_n,v nolghbors .were feedlng tho swlll,
nnd ho made no offort to catch them.
XIe told mo he Icnew others wern food
Ing lt. I told Mr. Poilock aml Mr,

(Cunttnuod op TwelfUv.'Puijf..).

NO DIRECT VOTE
BYPIAHOJEALERS

But Convention Senti-
ment Was Against
Guessing Contests.

SUSTAIN CHAIR
AFTER APPEAL

President Droop's Ruling, Which
Kept New Members From Vot¬
ing, Upheld, This Being Test
of Strength on Advertis¬

ing Scheme.River
Trip.To-Day.

Sounding the call for a crusade
against "guessing contests.-' the llnal
sesslon of the Natlonal Assoclatlon of
Piano Dealers yesterday morning waa
a tense parllamentary battle between
the advocatos and opponents of such
enterprises. Through the ovcrslght of
the presldlnj? offlcer, no flnal voto on
the proposltion wag recorded on the
minutes of the body, but a preponder-
ancc of evldence must lead to the con-
cluelon that the aentlment of the vot¬
ing members present was dcclslvely
against "guessing contests." Tho only
vote taken on the matter was on a
motlon to order tho previous question,which carrled hy a vote of 100 to 34,
operatlng t<> cut off all debate.

Vltnl ctiiPNiiun to Trade..
The question of "guessing contests" .

In the piano business ls of vital in¬
terest to the publlc ali over the coun¬
try. In these contests. there are cer¬
tain probloms to bo guessed or worked
Jut, and the wlnncrs get certiflcates,
which arc supposed to work as a dis¬
count of |75 to »10O toward the pur¬
chase of a plano from a certain doaler.
Somctlmes such certiflcates are cqul-,'alent to discounts, while ln othera
hey are the Instrumentallties of fraud
ind derelt. Thn advocates of the con-
ests clalm that they on]y ,erve to
:ut ort the profit of some third per-
K>n negotiatlng between the dealerand
he customer; that the prices of plano
:ontctt houses ara lower than those of
hc noncontest houses; that there la J \lttle fraud. There are vehement
hamplon.i nn both sidey. Tho oppon-
¦ntn of such contests say there le too
nuch fraud ln them, and that they
indermlne the public confldence in the
dano trade.
Immcdiately after adjournment had

aken place. tho supporters of "gutss-
ng contests" claimed that the vote
aken was not against such contests.
ust that far the technlcal record ot
he meeting will sustain them. Wrlt- V

en on the brief held by the oppon-
*

nts of the contest ls the fact that f.ho supporters took care not to ralse s,he question untll the meeting waa p
ver. I'urthermorc. there was a real w
est vote.that being on an apoeal >'
rom Presldent Droop, who rulcd outj n.
ertaln persons who have applied for j'jdmlsslon, but havo not y*t been
ormally elected ln compliance with
he mandate of the constitution of the
ssoclation.

Attncka Deelalon.
The president's decision was bttter-

V attacked by Phlllp Woerlein. of
ew Orleans. leader of the procontest
orccs. who characterized Presldent
'roop as "autorratlc" and "arbitrary. '

'he question was a test of the
trength of both sldes, and bv a vote
f 69 to 42. the decision of the chalr'il
-as sustained. thus according a vlc-
>ry to the anticontest wlng of .the>
onventlon.
Wlthout a dissenttng voice, the as-
iciatlon deelared Itself heartily ln
ivor of the establlshment of a Fed-
ral merchant marlne by Congress.
uis endorsing tho recommendations
lado by Presldent Droop in his an-
ual address. The deslrabillty of sucn
ctlon was so patent to the members
lat there was no dlscusslon at all.
The resolutlon passed as to "guess th
g contests" was that deferred from or

tii
rhi
l:<
th
in

ie last convention. It ls: "Resolved,
hat this association dlscountenance
ie use of certiflcates in conductlng
>eclai sales and request its members
aid in the crusade against'the use

:" sales lssulng such certiflcates."
As soon as the sesslon was called
order yesterday, President Droop

inounced that the matter about to
ime up was one of supreme Import-
ice to tho association. He pointed
tt that only those members entltled
,- the constitution could vote in the
rncssing contest" matter. Such a

lling eliminated those who applied
r admission at thls sesslon of the
invention, and paid the fees, whosa
imes had not been acted on upon by
o memhership committee.
Phlllp Woerlein, of Xew Orleans, an

i-presldent of the association, imrne-
ately voiced a vigorous protost.
'hls decision," ho shouted. "is con-
ary to precedent. It Is arbitrary and
itocratie. and I appeal from it."

Droop Tuko* Klonr.
Calling Percy S. Foster to the chalr.
.osldont Droop took the floor of the
¦tiventlon. "I submlt that my de-
aton ls in nccord with tho constltu-
)n. Thore are about forty persons
re whoso names havo not been noted
>on by tho membership committee.
io constjtutlon says, 'Nomtnations
r membership shall be referred to
o niomberslilp commlttoe, the asiient
a majorlty of which is necessaiy

r election.' Tho committee has not
ted on these men, nnd they aro not
tltlod to vote." XV, If. Currier, one
the llfe vlce-presldents of the us-

clatlon, supported the vlew of tho
a lr.
Wlth Mr. Woerlein uttorlng protest
ter protest, accuslng the admlnlstra-
m of "carolessness," and charglng
at the eonstltutlonal technlcalltles
d been invoked only for thls cspe-
il matter. an tippeal was taken from
5 ruling, resultlng ln a vote of (10
.12 in favor of sustaining tlie ruling
Presldent Droop a.s to tho pnrsons

t pnsseil upon by tho membership
iimlttee.
I3y a stnndliig vote of SI to 10, the
jvIouh question was ordered. Mr.
nerleln domaiiiled n roll cnll for a
ire necurato' voto. Thls eonsuniod
ich tlmo, but ended in a voto nf 100

(Contlnued on Socond Pago.)
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INSTEAD OF SHELVING ROOSEVELT
"

"BOSS" PLATT KICKED HIM UPSTAIR
Innermost Secrets of Co-
lonel's Political Ad-
vancement Laid Bare.

STORY IS TOLD IN
AUTOBIOGRAPHY

Only in Face of Charge of "Cow-
ard" Did Roosevelt Yield to
Vice-Presidential Nomination.
What a "Pinch" Adminis-
tcred in Convention Did
for the Strenuous One.

[vSpeclal to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.]New Vork. Mny 18....In.tm.l of
ibelvlng Koo.rvrlt, I imint plcnd Kiillty
to tlie cbnrge nf klcklntr hlm upntalrtt;
belleve ltoo.evclt hlmitelf nould con-

rlet mc of thla."..Senator Thomas Col-
ler .1 .at;.
Declarlng that he and he alone wa.

"esponslble for Theodore Roosevelt'u
idvanccment in polltlcal life. and a«-
icrtlng that but for a plnch admln-
Btered at a crltlcal moment during a
"Olltlcal gathering, the colonel would
lever have i,Cen President of the
-/nlted Stales, Senator Thomas Colller
latt. once dictator of New York Re-

JUblicanism. in hls autoblography.vhlch will appear in McClure'a Maga-.fne of next month, tells onc of the
nost picturesriue storles of the 1ns
md outs of nolltics that has yet reach-
d the unsu.spectlng and always hood-
vlnked publlc.
Senator Platt layg bare the secrets

'f wire-pulllng, trading and general
locus-pocus of so-called statesman-
hlp.
He tells how he determined to maketoosevelt Governor of New York be-

ause the colonel had become a hero
>n account of the sklrmlshes In Cuba.
liscloscs the dlfflcultles he encountcr-
d: relates in detall the incldcnta of
hose last days before the convontion.chen Koosevelt tried to back out and
nly contlnued the flght in tho facef the charge. "Coward." made by tlie
IOSB.

Drlven Into I.lne.
There follows the narrative of the

oo great activlties of Roosevelt: ofhe determination to rld New York of
ls house-eleaning .nethodis; tho schcm-
ig to sldetrack hlm as Vice-Presidcnt-ho fight Roosevelt made to cscapehat he thought was political suiclde:
ow tin- del-gates were drlven Inta
ne and how the colonel was rinallvold that he could take the vire-prcsi-
ency or nothing. Tho whole story
; an assertion on the part of Platthat he made Roosevelt, iirst Governorhen Vice-Presldent, and. flnallv. Pres- i
lent of the United States. Without'latt's counsel and the use of his po-tical .agacity Roosevelt would nev.r
avc reached the posltion he now Ivolds
i Uie Republican party. The storv>iiows:
Later in the year 18. S. whlle divlslon

.asacute among the New York leaders
s to who should bcthe candldate for
overnor, Roosevelt, covered wlth- mll-
ary glory. came back from Cuba. 1
;nt L.muel Ely Quigg to Montauk
olnt, where the colonel was campedith his spectacuiar troop. I requested
r. Qulgg to sound the colonel on run-
Ing for Governor. Mr. Quigg found
;e colonel more than pleased with
ie suggestion.
When Qulgg plumped at Roosevelt
ie ouestlon. "Would you accept the
epubllcan nominatlon for Governor?"
lere was no hesitation in the answer.
Like cracks from a ride. the gallant
"lonel came back with:
"Would I? I would be delighted:"
"Then count upon Senator Platt's
ipport. Come to the Fifth Avenue
otel to see hlm," was Qulgg's reply.Roosevelt came to the Fifth Avenue
n:el. We had a long talk. We burled
i.t dKTerences. He agreed to head
e Republican State ticket. if nomi-
ited, and to consult wlth me and
her party leaders about appointments Diid legislation in case he was elected I
hon Colonel Roosevelt parted from
e, he wa.s my choice for Governor. I
t to work to nomlnate and elect him.
ns Itooacvclt Ellglblc for Governor-

shlpf
The perplexlng and all but fatal in
lents that occurred prlor to the Stato
nvention at Saratoga in September,
9S, were described by me in a recent
igazine artlcle. as follows:
"It will bc remembered that, whlle
e eandldaey was in process of devel-
ment, the opponents of his nomina-
)ii became apprised of the fact that
ring the prevlous year. when Mr.
losevelt wa.s Asslstant Secretary of
e Niivy, he had sworn off hls taxes
New York on the theorv that he

is a resldent of the District of Co-
nbla, and therefore was inellgiblethe governorshlp of New York
tte. Presuming that tho opponontshls nominatlon would use thls factthe approaching State convention, to
i detrlment, I called a meetlng of
. friends at the Flfth Avenuo Hotel
conslder methods of meetlng the

pected attack upon eliglbllity. Blthu
ot, who recently succeeded mo ln he
? Unlted States Senate. was one of ,'
jso present at the meeting. So was
-. Roosevelt. j ta
'Whllo thls meetlng was being held, rlf
committeo representing the opposi-
n to Mr. Roosevelt. headed by Ed
.rd Lauterbneh. called at mv roomsthe Flfth Avenue. Mr. Lauterbacn.uls Payn and others were ln. the
rty, and they were all earnc.it advo-
:es of the renomlnatlon of Governoi
ick. T left the assemblage of mv
ends nnd went to meet thls coni-
ttee. They had wlth them Mr.
osavelt's affldavit of his non-rest-
:ico In the, State of New York, which
ty asked mo to read and oxplaln
\v, In the face of such a declaration.
would bc possible to proceed wltli

> plans for his gubernatori.il nonii-
tlon. Lacktng any other oxpediont,
informed them that lf they were
.sessod of all the facts they would
iTV the matter dlfforently, and that
er I hoped to apprise them of such
its, 1 then rejolned my friends ln
jther room. and reported to them
at Mr. Lauterbach and hls asso-
tes had presented l'or my considcra-
n.
<lic Hero of Snn Junn n Cowardf"

'At this juncture Mr. Roosevelt took
aslde, and sald, wlth a trepldatlon

had nover, before and havo never
ce soen hirh dlplay; 'I cannot remaln
thls flght; I must withdraw from
race,'

Hls deslre to withdraw was made
larent to evory one in tho room

fatal effect of hls wlthdrawal was
me so manlfesl that I roplied: 'You
st not withdraw, You must trust
me to solve tho proljlem and elect
i Governor of tho State.'
In order to pniphuslze my dotor~-latlon and to resture hls courage. 1
(1 wlth lirulul franknoss: Us tho
o of San Juan a coward?"
Io replled wjth hls custoinarv ve-
nerue: 'No, I am not a coward!'
We thon rosiiniod tho dlscussion of
thoda of proceduro, and. ut my sug-
ti_1"': i.!'j._ L'..__1_:__WP»*_ toj Massiichii

(Coutltuied pn.F|fth Page.)
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THF, I.ATE SENAT>R PLATT. ..v-,*~

-_ THEODORE ROOSEVELT.

3NE HLNDRED PEOPLE ARE KILLED
BY £N EXPLOSION OF DYNAMITE

ragments of TheirBodus Seat¬
tered Over Couitry fir Dis¬
tance of a Mile, While Shower
of Masonry and Debrij Cover
City of Pinar D.-l Rio.

elief Trains Ru&ed Fron Ha-
vana to Scem of Dsaster,
Where Work o Rescutfls Go¬
ing On.Expksive Behg Re-
moved to Baracks fc Safe-
keeping When It Let 3o.
Havniin, Mny 18..Two nlmat ximul-
ncous exploaloun of d.vniiillc. mjp-
sed to conslnt of 3,000 pouda, coni-

etely driuollKheil the rirnl gunril!
rracks in the clt' of Plur Del Uln
ls afternoon. Tully 30 persons
;re kllled, ond narly s many In-
red.
>Io*t of tbe deal iver vulgarlans,
t tbc entire fanllles ;f scrernl of
e olllcers of llie rura'gmird, lt Is
t»ortcd, were Idllal alo, nj« well as
reral employes oftliepulille works
purlnieni nnd rcwlneni of tlie olty,
ivhleb fell a deluge < masonry nnd

brls from the blown ip building.
It is not known yotwhether, theiJ
ploslon was the resiilt'f nn accldent j'duo to an nct of .ccspltators, but
c former hypothesials considered;1
2 more probablo. svcral rellef <

ilns carrylng surgeoi, offlcers anul <

tn of the rural guat and govern- <

mt offlcial.s siarted jils afternoon 1
im Iiavana to tho #no of thu <

'.astrophe, which I.s IS miles dls-t
it. e
The names of the del havo not yet J
en reported. With ;he exceptlon (
Captain Alfredo RoUia and Cap-, r

n Gaspar Uetancour of tho gar-|0
on. and their famllij. Vho are re-J d
rted to be burled in ie rulns of tha
icers' quarters adjacit to the bar-'
.ks.

Por Snfc-Kefng.
.n consequence of p alarm over

:e' dlsturbances, tho pvornment or-

-ed all deposlts of ihamite ln thu
Inlty ln the possosim of cohtrac-
.s for road copstruijon and other
bllc worhs to bc moved to tha
.racks for snfe-keeptr. This after-
in the work of rotmlng thn dyna-
te from the barracl for shipment

tho government (nagazlnes In
vana wns begun ] employes ol

publlc works depament, asststed
rural guards.
'hey were engaged loadlng cases
the dynamlte on igons when a

rlfle exploslon ocirred, lnstantly
lowed by another, spwlng tho con*
1 court, iu which ho work was

nn; on, wlth dead al wounded. Tii«
ole muaslve barracl bulldlng wns

troyed, the ndjacenf-ow of odlcers'
u-tei-s was deinollpd, and the
olo northern sectlo'pf the clty was

ugod with a torre of fragments
masonry.
'ho oxplosions occutd at. 5 o'clock.
few seeonds boforohe men wouln
..e tin 11 work, aml.t ls generally
leved that the flrj resultod from
accldentul fall of j' box of dynn-

o whleh was belj llftofl on o
son. It ls imposB^o,- however, to
crmlne absolutely
roiison that all

inlty was blown t
hollovod tlmt tho

ho eatiso, fo
immmllate

fragments. lt
Morlty of the

mdod aro resliHntff the town, au
ctleally nll wlthii
.e ItiHtanlly kllled

tho barraoki
burle.1 ln tln>;

MATTER SETTLED
WITHOUT DEBATE

Agreement on "Vanderbilt Ques-
tion" Decided Victory

fpr Church.

CONFERENCE ENDS MONDAY

Klection of Connectional Officers
Completed at Morning

Session.

[Special to The Times-Dispatch.1Ashevllle, N. C, May 1...dontrary to
all expectatlons, the "Vanderbilt ques-
tion" was'settled this morning by the
General Conference of the Methodlst
Episcopal'Church. South, without anv
liscussion whatever. The presentation
Df thls subject to tho conference had
been fl.xed as an order of the day forthis morning, and 'when the timo ar¬
rived, and.even long before, tho eon-rerehce room' \vas cr'owded with dele-
_ates and vlsltors. Theso were anxlous
;." be present when disposition was
nade of the questlon, which had been
uitlcipated since the opening of tho
:onference, and long before, as theirlsls polnt in the session. The oxpoc-ation was that.a war of words would
msuo when the report of the oommlt-
ee. on education was presented. but,.
verything was to tho contrary. Blshop''
lames Atklns was prosidlng. Hc called
or tho rcading of the report. lt was
fad carefully, lhe substanco of whlch
.ppeare ir. The Tlmes-Dlspatch of to-
lay. Immedlately there were numer-
'U_s calls for the "questlon," and the
uestlon was put to the house at once
nd tho report was adopted.
Thls action is regarded as n dlstlnct
Ictory for the church in this matter,
ut the oplnlon is not waiulng that
his settlement is not flnal nnd that
.gal steps may be necessary before a
onclusion can be reached that will be
atlsfaetory, as to the relatlon of tho
'anderbilt University to the church.
ho action taken thls mornlng was an
cceptnnce on the part of the eonfer-
tico of the llndlr.g of the "Vanderbilt
opimlsslon," which commlssion rcn-
ered a declslon to the effect that the
niversity is the property of the
tiurch, to bo controlled by thn church;
lat the bishops of the church are com-
lon law vlsltors; that the General
onference haa the rlght to elect the
oard of trust through a committee or
uch agency as lt d.slres, and that
its rlght belong-k. to tho General Con-
»rence now and in the future.

Couuectinuul Olllcer*.
The electlon'of connectional officers
a.s completed at the sesaion thls morn-
ig. W. XV. Plnson was elected mls-
onary necretary on tho second ballot,
0 havlng received 186 out of '279 votes
lst. XX'. F McMurray was re-elected
icretary of the board of church exteu-
on. havlng received 24. out of the '..8
ites east on tho flrst hallot.
IT. M. Duboso, for tho past elght ..ars « secretary of tho Epworth jI
eague, and edltor 0f the l.pworth L
ra, announcod to the conference tliat i,
mr years ago he had declded to go ..

ick Into tho pastoruto at thls timo,
ui he requeated tho nienibers nf tha

iCouUnued en Second l'ago,)

OFFICFBS ARREST
mSHRMCF

Warrants Served Against Mem-i
bers of Southeastem Tariff

Association.

HEARING SET FOR JUNE 81

Action Follows Recent Raisc of
Rates in Xcwport

News.

[Speclal to The Tlmes-Dispatch lHot, bprings. Va., May is..a sensa.
tlon was created here thls morning by
the arrest of offlcers and members ol
the Southeastem Insurance Tariff As¬
sociation, in sesslon-at the Homestead
When informed that warrants had been
Issued- by. the clty ot Newport Ms'ews
for the arrest of offlcers and .the exe¬
cutlve committee of the association for
ratslng rates and discrlminatlbn, ther-
was a mlnlature panic.
Warrants Issued by Pollco Justice .1.

D. G. Brown, of Newport News, on the
t6chnicalcliarge of common law mls-
denieanor were served on the follow¬
ing: D. B. Harris, president; A. B.
Andrews, general tnanagor. and the
members of tho executlve committee,
Including Guy Carpehter, R. T. Card-
tvell. Georgo II. Comins, A. T. Brooks, R.

Hughes, AV. R. Prcsoott, DanaBlackm'ar, U. Q. Hare. J. s. Middleton.B.- .1. Smlth and II. m. Tannor.
.T. W. Reynolds, the chlef of pollco>r Newport News. and c C. Berkelev.

ho Commonwealth's Attorney, arrived
lere. this morning with the "warrants.vhlch wero served by S. J. Smlth,leputy sherlff of.Bath county.At tho prellminary hearing thls nf.
ernoou, before Justice XV. Howard
.rcCllne, the men gavo hond ln tne
ura of $500 each, which was secured
¦y.-tho Vlrglnia delegates ln the as-
oclatlon. ownlng real estate, for their
ppearanee before tho Pollce Justica
n -Newport News, on June s.
The affalr has cretited a sensatlon in

n.surnnec elrcles, nnd came as a eom-
le.te surprlso to the entire assoclatlon.
The city of Newport Nows taxed all

nsurance compnnles n per cent. un
helr lncome. ln vlew of this lt waa
ecently decided by the members of the
ssoclatlon to retallato by making a
0 .por cent. Increase ln all Inauranca
fttoa ln Now port News. Kor some time
Itlclals of the clty havo been waltlng
li tako action, when all tho members
,-oro in the State. The first oppor-unlty that presented Itself wus thls
lo'rnlng, when tho meeting was called
orc.
Members of the Underwrlters' Asau-
latlon said to-nlght that tho action
f the authorltles ainounted to an ln-
lgnlty upon tho insurance companies.
tatlng lhat a fow years ago, Newport
owh imposod n tax of $10,0 por annum
tl Insurance companies fdr tlte privl-
.ge of transacllng buslness ln that
Ity; that an liiereuso |n rates was
intle tn cover the charges by agrou-
>ent ivlth tho clty oltlclals of Neiv-
irt Nows, the Increase was ubrogated
y rcluclng tho tax io a rate ut' $50 u
jar.
Slnce then lt was stntad tho nutliort-
es liiive agaln incrunsod tlie rules ol
.xution upon tho ciupanies.

T
STILL WE'HE HBJE

Journey Through Hea-
venly Visitor's Tail '

Made in Safety.
NO WORSE OFF,

NO BETTER OFF

In Fact, Earth Is Mighty Little
Wiser.Few Phenomena to Tell
That Momentous Event Was
Taking Place. Spots on

Sun Weirdest Thing
Found.

The comet came, the comet went and
thls old earth ls no worse and no bet¬

ter off, and thus far, very llttle wlser.
There was no colllslon, as the super-
stltlous and the Ignorant feared, and.
now that the comet ls headed away
from us, thero will be no recurrence of
the manlfestations of terror that were
recorded from all parts of the country
and of the world.
The earth dld pass through the tall

of the comet, and simultaneously bril¬
liant auroral display a were seen from
Williams Bay. wis.. Mllwaukee and
elsewhere, but the majorlty of astron-
Omers were not willlng to conce.Ie
that the streamers in the heavens were

consequent upon the presence of com-
etlc matter In our atmosphere.
Nobody suffered from deadly cianO-

gen gas. Comet parties were. hela
cverywhere.in the streets, on roof
top?, In gardens.but for all that was

viFlble to the naked eye, the tall of
the comet was indeed -'the verlest apj-.
proach to nothing set In the midst of
naught."

Suu Spotn Seen.
ln fact. tbe phenomena ol' the day-

llg'tU hourr. of yesterday were far the
mor« Interesting. Onrlng the. after,-
noon sun spots were obsorved ln vary-
Ing numbers about the same hour from
flve Western obsorvatories, bu.t the as^-
tronomers who recorded them were al¬
most unanimous in the bclief that
these dlsturbances of the solar atmos-
pere had nothlng to do with the ap-
proach of the comet and were merely
coincldental.

Thirty sun spots were seen from St.
Louls, of which the largest was estt-
mated to be 150,000 mlles across: two
from San Jose. Cal.. wlth thlrteen sur-

roundlng pores. or smallerspots; thre'e
'conslderably accentuated"' spot3 from
"hicago, thrce connected -spots froin
.'allejo. Cal., and two from Portland.
->re.
None of tho earth observatorles had

mything of note to report either in
he day or night. At Chlcago and
Vllllams Bay. Wis., where is thegreit
"erkes teleycope. the conditions for
.bservatlons srenied the best ot the
stronoincrs. they were confldent th.-tt
he ncgatlve as well as the positive
esults of their cxamlnation would be
if lastlng sclcntllle value.,
The whole performance took llttlo

nore than fh-e nours. Obsorvers dlf-
ered as to tho exact time at which
ne. earth began to pa*s through tho
omct's tail, but the jteneral opinion
-verages between 10 and 11 o'clock
ast night. The comblned speed of tho
.arth and the tall of the comet was

stlmatcd at slightly more than fort'y-
Ix mlles a second, and the breadth ot
he tall about a mllllon miles
Frlday the comet will become vlsl-

le agaln, headed away from us, with
he tail sticking stralght up out of
he Western sky, a little above tho
pot where tho sun slnks. There will
hen be no light from the rislng sun
:« dlm tho ^giory of the spectacle aml

is llkely to he far more majestlc
ian in the stages of its approach.
At tho end of a month. goodbye for
nothcr seventv-tlvs years.

Valuuble ltcc.ird.x .secured.
Verkes Ob3ervatory. Williams Bay.v'is., May IS.As the world passe'dirough the tail of Halleyis comet
stronomers at the Verkes observatoryi-nlght obtalned photographs and uc-
irate reeords of meteorlc phenomena
nd varylng heavenly llluminatlon un-
sr atmospheric conditions nearly per-
sct for work with eantora anj teles-
»pe. The piotures and data are said
i bo of unusunl value. and may de-
slop scientific. Information and
leorlos of unexpected lmportance.
rofessor Kdward E. Barnard, an au-
lorlty on comets, was much pleased
Ith the result of hls observatlons.
hlch extended over forty-elght hbura
most wlthout Interruptlon.
According to flrst computatlons from
iservatlons mado here, the earth en-
red the milllon-mlla breadth of talt
a comblned speed of earth and tall
slightly moro than forty-slx miles

second. At this rato tho assenibled
dentlsts agreed that the passage
ould occupy a period of little moro
ian flvo hours.

Mniiliiu inn Srck« C'oiurt.
New York, Mny IS..From the four
eat bridges across the Kast lllver,
mt the ducks of ferryboats, from Pior
ds and wharves, from the Islands tn
c> harbor, from rooftops and from thn
tlre lensih of the Rlverslde Driye.
a people of Matihattan swarnied and
tstered to-nlght to peer Into the wust
tho liuandescont tail of tbe recM-


